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a large prison should be erected, of which the Salvation Army would take charge.* He hoped that in course of time they would be allowed greatly to extend their work in the English prisons.
General Booth pointed out to me with reference to their Social Work, that it was necessary to spend large sums of money in finding employment for men whom they had rescued. Here, one of their greatest difficulties was the vehement opposition of members of the Labour Party in different countries.
This party said, for example, that the Army ought to pay the Trade Union rate of wage to any poor fellow whom they had picked up and set to such labour as paper-sorting or carpentry. Thus in Western Australia they had an estate of 20,000 acres lying idle. When he was there a while ago, he asked trie Officer in charge why he did not cultivate this land and make it productive. The man replied he had no labour; whereon the General said that he could send him plenty from England.
* Yes/ commented the Officer, ' but the moment they begin to work here, however inefficient or broken down they may be, we shall have*t.o pay them js. a day ! '
This regulation, of course, makes it impossible to cultivate that estate except at a heavy loss.